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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. SC-262
JOHN FALLS WALKER HOUSE

Street Address: 344 East Bay Street, Charleston, Charleston County,

South Caroline
Eresept Owper: Mrg. Seline L. Rosen, 344 Eest Bay Street

Charleston, South Carclins

Brief Ststement This house was probebly built soon aftex 1832,

A.

of Significence: with an addition dating before 1849; it maintains

1ittle changed interlors.

Physical History:

1. Original end subsequent owners: John Falls Walker, probe
ably originel owner. In 1832, he bought the lot on which
the original (south) part of the houme stands, and died
in or ? 1849, possessed of the lend on whick both parts
stand gg leston County Mesne Conveyance, C-10, 177;
D-12, 520/, The originel part of the house stands on
what wag Lot #61 of the Gadsden lends, which lot was
bought at auvetion in 1806 by Abrshem Isaacks, Jr.

(B-9, 84). He mold it to Captein James Cooper in 1810
(c-8, 1). Cooper's heirs sold it to Jobn Falls Walker
in 1832 (C-10, 177). Walker's heirs sold the property,
enlarged on the north (where the addition stands) to
Isaac A. Cardoza, trustee, in 1849 (D-12, 526). Subse-
quent owners were Charles H., Panknin, Jacob Belitzer,
trustee, Gertrude Belitzer (C-23, 519) and Mrs. Seline L.
Rosen, preseni owner,

2. Date of erectiom: Probably soon after 1832, when lot
was bought by John Falls Walker (C-10, 177).

" 3. Arehitect, builder, suppliers, etc.: Unknown.

4. Notes on slterations and sdditicns: The northern pert
of the house is an addition {o the scuthern (msin bloek).
F¥alker would seem to have built both the maln house and
the additiom, before 1849, when his heirs scld the house
(D12, 526).

Prepared by Beatrice St. J. Ravenel
Architectural Historien
August 1958 - Charlestom, S.C.

NOTE: This house was demolished in 1963,
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A, General Statament

1. Archifectural character: A mid-nineteenth-century
town house with only slightly chenged interiors.

2. Condition of fabrie: Good., Now threatened with demolition.
B. Techmical Deseripiion of Exterior:

1. Over-all dimensioms: About 42' x 54', exelusive of
piazze and small rvear wing. Faces west 4o the sireat,

2. Foundations: Brick,

3. Wall comstruofion: Stucco on brick; reinforeing ties
bave been installed, presumebly after earthguake of 1886.

4. Porch: There ls a two-story wood Cherleston pilazza
along the scuth sida, with unfluied Doric columms and
orthodox entablatures, the upper one having modillioms.
Reilings have turnmed balusters. The appesrance of the
south facade Indicates that the piazza may have hed a
third story originally.

L 5. Chimneys: Two brick chimeys on eentral wall and two on
north wall, located to cemter on rooms.
6. Openinge:

a. Doorwaye and doors: Meain entrance on centar, west
wall of the north wing, is sel In deeply recessed
elliptical arch, and is aepprosched by seven stona
gteps. It bhas fluiad Ilonic pilasiers, side lighte
and low fan light. There 18 a cemiral door on each
of the three stories, at the south, with side lights.

b. Windows and shutters: On the msln or south wing, there
are two bays om ¢ach gide of the ecentral doorwey, om
the south wall; on ihe west wall there are threa bays,
with stucco lintels. Windows have louvxed shutiers
(except under shelter of plazze) with strep hinges
and pintles. On the north wing there is a triple
window over the entrance archway. Alcmg the north
side ave stalr-landing windows, with two bayes cn each
gide,

7. Roof:

a. Shape, covering: The south wing has a hip roof with
.‘ standing-seem sheet-metal covering. The north wing



G.

D.
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has a8 geble roof of low piteh.

b. Cornice: The south wing has a2 smell situecco eornice,
with sheeli-metal gutters. The north wing has s
lerger stucco cornice and frieze gbove second story,
with perapets above it on east and west ends.

Technicel Description of Interiors:

1. Floor plans: The mein or south wing has a central hall
with a8 room on eech side. The north wing has e large
stair hell et the west and & room at the eest. There is
a smell rear wing et the east end of the main wing., A
plazze extends elong the south side.

2. Stairways: The stairway has an open well, open string,
rounded hendreil with spiral at newel, three turned
belusters to each tread, and scrolled brackets under
the projecting treads. The upper portion of the stair
is curved, meking a right-engle turn. The outer string
is self-supporting. The plaeter soffit merges wiith the

ceiling.
3. Flooring: Fine boards about 5 inchee wide.

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Typically plester, with plestier
cornices and ornamental eeiling rosettes in some rooms.

5. Trim: Door and window casings have & pasnel, corner
blocksg and plinth. Window casings extend to floor, with
penel. below the stool. Wainseot in drawing room has
narrow moldings above plain bageboard, and fluted dado
rail.

6. Lighting: In the enitrance hall is a combination gas snd
eleciric light fixture which appears to date from the
late nineteenth century.

7. Heeting: Fireplaces--The drawing room mentel is of
black marble, with antae, plain lintel, snd simple
ghelf,

Site:

1. Orientation and general setting: The house frmis weat
on e street, originally residential, which in recent years
has become comercial and industrisl. Many old houses in
thig neighborhood have been demolished in recent years.

2, Outbuildings: A% the east a short distance behind the house

is a two-story service building of five bays. Openings have

low segmental erches; the north well is without openings.
There are two large chimmeys.

Prepared by Harley J. McKee, Architect
National Park Service
July 1962



